History 322 and 394: Natives and Newcomers: Immigration and Migration in U.S. History, Profs. Lucy Murphy, Lilia Fernandez, and Judy Wu

Revised Assessment for Social Diversity GEC Requirement, April 26, 2010

Learning Objectives: 

Learning Objective 1: Students describe the roles of such categories as race, gender, class, ethnicity and religion in the pluralistic institutions and cultures of the United States.

Students will be able to identify how natives and newcomers negotiated perceived differences based on race, gender, class, ethnicity, and religion and how these differences were socially constructed. They will be able to explain how stereotypes based on these categories shaped social interactions and public policy toward certain groups.  They will understand as well how these categories shaped immigrants’ and migrants’ experiences and the ways in which they were perceived by natives. They will be able to identify how these categories shaped colonization, economic encounters, family relations, politics and citizenship. 

Assignment 1: Quizzes and tests

Sample test questions: 

1  Alfonso Ortiz's essay gave eight notions he felt were wrong with the old way of writing and teaching about American history, from a Native American perspective.  List them.  Then choose two, and briefly explain why he disliked them.  Do you agree?  Why or why not?

2. What kind of prejudices were evident on the frontiers of the Midwest, according to Murphy's article?  List three different kinds.  Explain the historical background behind each.

3.  What did some Native people find attractive about European culture, including Christianity? Why? Why did some Native people reject the Europeans' lifeways and beliefs?  Briefly, make three points here.

4. What were two important provisions of the National Origins Act, also known as the Immigration Law of 1924?  Explain how the proposals of nativist writers and organizations affected the law.

5. What changes in American foreign relations and domestic social policy led to the passage of the Immigration Act of 1965?  After the passage of this law, an important shift took place in the proportion of immigrants to the US from different parts of the world.  Which parts of the world sent more people after 1965?

6. The "Great Migration" of the 20th century refers to African Americans moving out of the rural south.  Where did they go and why?  When?  Discuss the challenges faced both by those who migrated and those who stayed behind.

Criteria for success: Instructors will examine student test results to assess their achievement.  When 70% of students get B's or better on aligned questions, this means that students have satisfied the instructor's criteria.

Assignment 2: 

Students will find visual images from the 19th century (newspapers and magazines, posters, etc.) that represent different ethnic, religious, and minority groups.  They will be asked to give presentations and discuss how images of one’s own group differed from images of “the other,” of people who were unfamiliar.  They will identify the kinds of stereotypes that prevailed, how they were created and deployed, and how they evolved.

Criteria for success: Instructors will look at grades given for this assignment.  When 70% of students get B's or better on this assignment, it means that students have satisfied the instructor's criteria

Learning Objective 2: Students recognize the role of social diversity in shaping their own attitudes and values regarding appreciation, tolerance, and equality of others.

Assignment: Diversity assessment survey  (see below)

Criteria for success: when 80% or more of students answer 4 or 5 for each question, this means that students have achieved the desired outcome.

Learning Objective 3: Students will gain an appreciation for how social diversity based on the above named categories have contributed to American society in the arts, politics, economics, education, and other arenas. They will gain an understanding of the pluralistic origins of American society and be able to appreciate continuing social diversity in the United States today. 

Assignment: Students will view and discuss films about Chinese, Polish, Nigerian, and Irish immigrants and about Cherokee  and African American migrants and Urban Native Americans, and will read and discuss the memoirs of African, German, Japanese, Chinese, Mexican, Cuban and Puerto Rican migrants.  They will write an essay synthesizing these materials and comparing their experiences as to topics such as assimilation, family, and community formation.

Criteria for success: when 75% of students get C+ or better on this assignment, it means that students have satisfied the instructor's criteria.

GEC Assessment Survey, to be filled out and turned in on the final day of class

Please help your instructor know how well the course met its GEC goals.

Mark each question according to the following key:

Strongly disagree


1

Somewhat disagree


2

Neutral (neither agree or disagree)
3

Somewhat agree


4

Strongly agree



5

This course helped me to understand the origins of diversity in the United States through the domestic and global migrations of people.

1

2

3

4

5

This course helped me to reconsider my views on contemporary dynamics of im/migration and place them in historical context.

1

2

3

4

5

This course helped me understand how natives and newcomers at various historical points understood one another and interacted with each other.

1

2

3

4

5

This course provided me with examples of how the nation’s social, cultural, economic and political fabric has been shaped by the contributions of immigrants and indigenous people.

1

2

3

4

5

